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As I reflect on our January to June 2023 period, we have seen
another stable six months of impact in China. Uninhabited with any
COVID-related restrictions, the work of our programs and teams
has been both smooth and consistent. We hope you have been
enjoying the regular stories and updates coming your way.

Dear friends and supporters of Captivating in China,

We were thrilled to be able to hold one of our most favorite
fundraising events in Shenzhen, the Annual Kidz with Heart Mini
Olympics. After three years of this being on hold, it felt great to be
back again.

We were thrilled to see so many of our One More Year scholarship
girls successfully graduated from their vocational development
programs this June. Mission accomplished getting them through
to this major milestone. We will be tracking their next steps over
these next several months as they move into either employment or
further studies. Our 30 volunteer teachers have also been making a
significant impact. You'll read all about this in the pages that follow.

Finally, I am particularly excited to report that after many
discussions and planning sessions, Captivating will once again
be getting involved in rolling out animal husbandry solutions to
remote locations. These solutions just make perfect sense and
come with so much scientific development on things such as
quality breeds and feeding methods making genuine progress for
struggling families even more likely. June saw us launch a new
Captivating Chicken Program helping 90 women and their families
over these next 8 months. In a few months time, we expect to be
back into an updated Pigs for Prosperity program helping a further
90 women sustainably increase their family incomes.

If you've been involved as a financial partner with us these past six
months, thanks for your trust and support, and we hope that you
feel a sense of personal ownership of everything you're about to
read in this report.

!

Onwards and upwards.

/
A i d K %AL—\
Andrew Colquhoun
CEO & Co-Founder | Captivating
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IT’S ALL ABOUT THE GIRL 7& % WM

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 NOTES
ONE MORE YEAR (OMY) *formally VSS - year by year program

( of 016 60

TOTAL
The impact

# of girls who graduated
ol

pl
# of girls furthering their e
% of graduates employed or in advanced studies

The impact

# of women who graduated
je )

started July

TOTAL GIRLS/WOMEN HELPED IN THE YEAR
Total Beneficiaries

TOTAL VOLUNTEER TEACHERS SUPPORTED
Total Student Beneficiaries

TOTAL LIVES IMPACTED PER YEAR 83 216 396 593 615 782 2197 1763
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Year (OMY) Program through January to June 2023. To know
e 7 in this update.

nimal husbandry solutions instead of further MF] Embroidery
the new Captivating Chicken Program commencing in June
ge 18 of this report.

possible for 1,050 children to have a dedicated teacher this
Our volunteers are each given responsibility for a grade in
heir grade class will have better levels of instruction, closer
oing well in their studies and progressing.
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SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM




ZURU “ Husky

Now a member of the Cenovus group of companies

Our One More Year School Scholarship
Program is for girls whose families are
struggling financially to be able to keep
sending them to school. Most of these girls
come from rural areas and families whose
only source of income is a small plot of land
to till or from a parent working away from
home. They carry an unspoken but immense
pressure to either finish or stop schooling so
they can immediately help their families. Our
sponsorship program relieves them and their
families of this burden, allowing the girls to
stay in school for one more year, and focus
better on their studies without much worry.

“BE—F, BEEM”

‘BEZ—F RFEEUE SEREBBEREL TR, TA
MR PRV ILTERTF W i TP R R B R B KA X,
KEME AR E—/NR) L, 30E REIMHFT T,
BRELE NEARNESN, WEATTRF, BEAFRE
F, FHER S B 7 XEREREZ T NIE, 272) LATRE
ZHEFREFI—F, TETFW, TREMZ M.
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After reviewing past teacher recommendations, previous academic
performance, their family situations, and personal commitment and
desire to learn, our team selects scholarship recipients that receive
the opportunity to participate in the program.

Currently, there are 593 students in our One More Year Program.
This means one more important year of schooling for each of these
students. For them, the assistance they receive goes beyond financial
help. The kindness of people they haven’t even met provides them
with encouragement and motivation to continue schooling, make
better choices, and pursue bigger dreams. Their eagerness to
succeed is not just for themselves and their family, but also so they
can touch other people’s lives just as theirs have been touched. This
will impact change for generations starting now.

I H

B, “B%—F" JIEMRA 593 FFEEZHE
B, BIREMIRESR Sl —F 5 b, i 13RS
AR L7 ERVEE B, B0 R AV #E
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HOME VISITS:
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Time flies, fleeting in the blink of an eye, and the love of Captivating has
spread through the Daliangshan region for two years. In this two-year
journey of home visits, it has evolved into something beyond the mere act
of assisting with education for me. Instead, it has become a communication
bridge, replacing the connection between sponsors and the hearts of the
children.

The journey of home visits is filled with challenges: the roads in the mountains
are rugged and narrow, with steep cliffs on either side of the road. Muddy and
treacherous conditions are everywhere. Navigation is almost ineffective, and we
can only rely on experience and the guidance of locals. We make multiple turns,
change directions, and cross mountains one after another to reach the doorstep
of the children’s homes. My emotions fluctuate with the terrain: sometimes
happy, sometimes sad, sometimes excited, and sometimes low. Memories of the

Li Ming, living in a restructured family, can only sleep on a mat in the corner
of the living room during vacations. Every time she sees her father, exhausted
from work and pushing the door open, tears swirl in her eyes. Shisan,
yearning for motherly love, lowers her head and speaks softly when talking
about her deceased mother. It takes her a while to express her endless
longing for her mother. She hopes to become a teacher in the mountains in
the future and provide more care to the children. Ku Gu, who doesn’t have to
work during the holidays like her older brother and sister to earn tuition and
living expenses, considers having a corner at home for her studies a great
blessing. The numerous awards hanging on the walls are testament to Qu Li’s
pursuit of her dreams and the rewards of her hard work. The maturity and
resilience revealed in her words and actions have moved her parents to tears
and strengthened their belief that letting Qu Li continue her education is the
right choice to change her destiny...

first encounter with the children two years ago keep appearing in my mind.

During the home visits, they talk about their experiences in seeking education, their
parents, and their future, all while trying to conceal their emotions with smiles.
Little do they know that tears have already moistened their eyes. Some of them,
suffering from depression, struggle to hide their sadness behind their smiles. The
tense moments in their family relationships suppress their expressions of thoughts
and feelings, butin the end, a warm embrace from their mothers completely dissolves
the barriers between them.

From their words, we can feel that despite their seeming
resilience and self-confidence, they are actually fragile
and deeply desire the care and protection of those around
them. The assistance from Captivating undoubtedly
becomes a ray of light that illuminates their hearts,
bringing warmth and happiness.

I believe that perhaps the true significance of education
assistance lies in ensuring that every child can feel
loved and cared for, enabling them to strive even
harder on their journey forward.

- Ms. Fang
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MEANINGFUL TIME WITH FAMILY

[ am Luo and I am the second among four children. My siblings and
I live with our grandparents while our father is away for work. Our
father has never been to school so all he wants is for all of us to be able
to go to a good university and get a good job.

Since entering high school, I don’t get to spend as much time with my
grandparents and siblings as I did before. When I see them during
holidays, I help out with the household chores and farmwork. We play
cards together and watch TV shows I downloaded using my phone.
I am grateful that we get to sit together for hours and let laughter
fill our home. Sometimes, when my grandmother is reading and I am
doing my homework, she would call me over to read an exciting part
of the book just like when I was still a little girl. I am very happy to
be able to spend short but meaningful time with my grandparents
and siblings.

To my dear sponsor, even though we have only communicated
through letters, I would like to express my gratitude for your help.
[ am able to study well and also spend time with my family without
much worry because of you. I will use your donation to buy food,
clothes, and books to read and enrich my knowledge even over the
holidays. I hope that one day, I can also sponsor other children. I will
persevere so that I will be able to pursue my passion and excel in it.




THE HAPPY NUT

I was born and raised in the rural region. | have an older brother who
is in the military, and two younger siblings who are still in school. My
mother takes care of farming at home while my father works outside.
My parents are unable to save up money as all our income is used to pay
for our schooling. Luckily, I was sponsored by you just when I was about
to enter high school. It relieved a lot of pressure for my family, so thank
you very much.

With my active and outgoing personality, I was able to make a lot of new
friends. Some of my classmates even call me “pistachio” which directly
translates to “happy nut” in Chinese. I like my friends a lot - they work
hard in school and motivate me to do the same. We take notes during
class, ask the teacher questions, and discuss them during break time. My
grades gradually improved because of the good learning environment.

My friends and teachers from middle school are also in the same school
but it is hard to meet them. [ would often tell myself, “My friends must
alsobe workinghard in class so I mustnotlet myselffall behind.” Despite
not being able to meet, [ use this as added motivation to persevere and
reach for my dreams.

I am very hopeful for my future and determined to not let your help go
to waste. If you ever get a chance to visit my hometown, I would love to
show you around and help you understand our culture. I also want to
say “Ka sha sha!” which means “Thank you!”
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STRONG PERSEVERANCE
AMIDST PANDEMIC

My three siblings and I all go to school and our family’s only
source of income is my father’s work. Aside from this, my younger
brother is also undergoing rehabilitation every weekend due to
a health condition he was born with. Our expenses at home are
tremendous, but because of your help, we were able to improve
our living conditions. Thank you again!

When I entered high school, my grades were consistent although
not outstanding. I aim to enter a good university so I know I
must work harder and not be complacent. Due to the pandemic,
I had online school for a long time. Even though there weren’t
strict rules from school, I took it as an opportunity to improve
my study habits. While some of my classmates became more
relaxed because of the comfortable atmosphere at home, I on the
other hand forced myself to be more disciplined at home. For me,
learning is a long and challenging process. No pain, no gain. I also
know that the lack of perseverance will backfire later on. I took
full advantage of the holidays by reviewing my past lessons and
expanding my knowledge.

I have always believed that “walking out of the mountains and
changing my fate” is not just a simple slogan, but a goal I should
reach with effort. You are the one that gave me another chance to
fulfill this dream. I promise to study hard to repay your kindness.
I wish you good health and hope everything goes well with you!
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When the new semester started, everyone in class was nervous for the upcoming exam because it would determine
our class placements for the following period. We all wanted to be good in class. I woke up early and stayed up late
to review. Finally, when the results were released, I was happy to be in the top three of the class. But I still hope
to make progress in the next examination. I need to continue working hard especially in mathematics and physics
because those subjects are my weaknesses. | will dedicate more time to be better in these subjects this semester.

Even over the holidays, I did not slack off in my studies. I devoted time reviewing my lessons from the previous
semester and made sure to accomplish all the assignments given by my teachers.

[ am deeply grateful for your generous support. [ will always remember these seeds of kindness and make sure that
they bloom into magnificent flowers. When I get a stable job in the future, [ will also reach out to students from
similar backgrounds as mine, and help them overcome difficulties and reach their dreams.
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Ms. Fang, our Captivating Program Coordinator ™ ”
with professional chicken rearing trainer. ‘.
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Ms. Fang visits the local sites with the experts

CAPTIVATING
CHICKEN
PROGRAM
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THROUGH CHICKEN BUSINESS

In Daliangshan, Sichuan, many families are facing
difficulties. To help improve their situation, we have
launched new animal husbandry solutions, starting with
the Captivating Chicken Program. This program is aimed
at supporting women in remote farming areas to secure
stable income sources, improve their families’ economic
conditions, and enable their children to receive better

education.

The project focuses on 90 women whose families are facing
financial hardshipsin three villages in Daliangshan, Sichuan.
These women come from low-income households and have
limited educational levels. Due to geographical limitations,
their main sources of livelihood are mountainous
agriculture and temporary work, as the rugged terrain
makes it difficult to cultivate high-value crops. The women
have shown positive interest and actively enrolled in the

program.

The program started in June 2023, wherein we established
partnerships with reliable chick suppliers and identified
training locations and pilot chicken business sites. As part of
the assessment, we visited each of the women’s households
to verify their family information, better understand their
needs, and help develop personalized development plans
for them.

all about the girl
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After the assessment process is complete, each
selected family will be given 20 chicks. They will
also be provided with professional chicken rearing
training for eight months, helping them start their
own small-scale farming business while offering

continuous support and guidance.

We believe that with training and ongoing support,
these women can gradually overcome financial
challenges, helping them regain confidence and

embark on the path to self-reliance.

This program has been made possible thanks to the
amazing support of ZURU and the Shenzhen Charity
Auction.
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The Husky Energy Tailoring Skills Program for Women provides training to women where they learn the skill
of sewing, allowing them to find employment or establish their own small business later on. The women in this
program come from rural villages, have limited or no educational experience, live in poor conditions, and have
very limited opportunities to generate sustainable income.

Recommendations for application come from local leaders, based on their initial assessment of the women
whose families are in dire need. Initially, over 50 women were recommended for application for this batch of
trainees. Many of these women are single mothers and most have had no formal education.

The three-month training requires a lot of commitment and hard work for the women - making the effort to
attend classes each day while balancing their responsibilities at home and to their families. As such, a thorough
selection process is implemented to know the women deeper, determine who are most qualified, and set them
up for success once they enter the program.

Although the program started late this year, with the interview taking place on June 28, we are happy to share
that the training is now ongoing for 30 women. The training covers various topics such as creating patterns
in different sizes, using different types of fabric, learning to operate the sewing machine, and using different
stitches to achieve different effects. Aside from sewing skills, the women also receive mentoring and support to
be able to establish themselves financially and support themselves and their families after they graduate from
the program. These women showed eagerness to learn the skill and eventually improve their state of living.

In the following pages, you'll find some of the success stories and photos of the women who have previously
finished the program. Our thanks to Husky Energy (now a member of the Cenovus group of companies) for
making this program possible.

» Husky

Now a member of the Cenovus group of companies

Carrie, our ProgramiCoordinator,
interviewing one of the women-applicants

january to j




TAILORING SKILLS PROGRAM FOR WOMEN

IN PHOTOS

Coordinator Frdncine
program in their work]

Program Coordﬂtl'ator

oft) and Fra ne (right) with the local
d representatives from Husky Energy
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» Husky

Now a member of the Cenovus group of companies
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A MOTHER’S WW

Sonam had never been to school. Growing up in the rural area and poor living conditions,
education was not a priority. Now that she has children of her own, she wishes to send them to
school and provide them a better life. But with limited skills and knowledge, this hasn’t been
an easy goal.

Before entering the Husky Energy Tailoring Skills Program for Women in 2022, Sonam used
to earn only around RMB 2,000 to 3,000 (USD 290 to 420) for the whole year by digging and
selling cordyceps during its season. After that, they rely on government subsidies and the small
income from herding cows.

“After three months of training, I really felt that my life has improved. I learned the importance
of acquiring skills, and with the help of kind people, the careful guidance of my teachers, and the
enthusiasm of my co-trainees, I successfully graduated and learned tailoring skills.

I no longer have to graze cows or dig cordyceps. Since the training started, I have already
been thinking about doing tailoring work. Now, I am working in my teacher’s shop where I am
now earning RMB 4,000 (USD 560) per month. I will work hard to improve my family’s living
conditions, reduce the burden on my parents, and provide education to my children.”

— MR B
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Huadan Drolma was married and a mother to\two young

children. Her family lived in the rural area with her in-laws.
Their family’s main and only source of income was the cattle
they tended. Without proper education, she and her husband

couldn’t find work outside of this. Huadan only knew how
milk and herd cows in the pasture land. With th
village director, she was able to apply and enter t
Energy Tailoring Skills Program for Women held i

Throughout the three-month study, she made
got along well with the other women. When so
encountered difficulties during the training, she was always the
firstone to offer help. She trained diligently and gained excellent
results in each assessment. The teacher commended her
attitude towards studying and great sense of professionalism
at work. After finishing the training, she signed a contract with
the teacher’s shop where she now makes simple Tibetan shirts
and lamb-wool Tibetan clothes and earns RMB 4,000 (USD
560) a month. Her work schedule also allows her to send and
pick up her children to and from school.

“My family is very supportive of me. I hope to do this job better
and have a shop of my own in the near future.”
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The Send a Volunteer Teacher Program aims to provide a teacher to
students who otherwise don’t have one. The remoteness and isolation
of the schools in mountainous areas make it difficult for them to find
teachers who are willing to stay. Thanks to your generosity, we have been
able to train, send, and support 30 volunteer teachers, creating an impact
on 1,050 students across remote schools in Western China.

Leaving the comforts of their own homes, being away from their families
and friends, and living in a new environment, is not an easy feat for
the volunteers. Nonetheless, they strive hard and continue to draw
inspiration from the thousands of children they will be reaching out to.
They undergo rigorous training to refine their teaching skills and polish
their lessons, to ensure that they bring quality education to the children.
Each of the teachers handles a class of about 30 to 45 students. Even after
school hours, they find ways to enhance their lessons and better connect
with their students.

Many of our volunteer teachers enter the program with the
anticipation to spend only one semester at their schools.
But many of them choose to stay because of the bonds
formed with their students and colleagues. These teachers
don’t receive a salary and rely on the support from this
program to provide for their food, accommodation, and
transportation expenses.
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Our thanks to ZURU, GPA Global and ISNS for underwriting this program and to those
who purchased a plush toy at our Annual Charity Auction.

FARS ZURULGPA Global A ISNS RIBIEE BN, FEFEIIFERED
TR RE,
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GOOD DEEDS IN LIANGSHAN

[ove i [sargsan

My name is Wenmiao Yang, and I am a new volunteer for this
semester. ‘Good Deeds in Liangshan, Love in Liangshan’ has
never been just an empty slogan but a concrete manifestation in
the hard work of every volunteer teacher.

I also grew up in the mountains and although I haven’t met the
students yet, [ wanted to be close to them and help them. With
this simple idea in mind, I signed up for the Volunteer Teacher
Program. [ spent two full days and nights on the train alone, and
another three hours of waiting at the station for the connecting
train. Tired and sleepy, it felt like a boundless night of darkness.
I hadn’t eaten or slept well when I finally arrived, but the staff

were waiting for me and the other volunteers with warmth and
much concern. They immediately prepared meals for us and
allowed us to sleep soundly that night. Despite the exhaustion, I
feared nothing and felt that everything was worth it.

The training and assessment process was very thorough, but
I never complained of fatigue or hardship. I willingly stayed,
thinking about the children eagerly waiting for the start of
classes, and seeing alongside me new and experienced volunteer
teachers doing their best as well. I constantly remind myself that
if [ learn a little more, I'll be able to teach my students better.

During my teaching demonstration assessment, I became too engrossed and unconsciously went off-topic from the
key lesson. I was scolded by my two mentors. We repeatedly went over lesson polishing, the teaching points, and
language mistakes. They pointed out how I was just too nervous which is why I kept on making mistakes. It was at
that moment that my defenses broke. I finally gained courage and confidence to teach on the podium, and finally
received recognition from the examining teachers and my mentors during my re-evaluation.

Facing so many strangers for the first time at the training site, eating and living together, I felt lost and uneasy. I was
used to doing things alone. But my colleagues and mentors started paying attention to me, initiating conversations,
and accompanying me. Their gentle eyes and warm smiles helped establish trust and friendship between us and
made the training site feel more like home. I realized that even in unfamiliar places, we can still experience peace
and heartwarming moments. I will treasure this experience and bring this with me as I teach my students.
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Several months have passed since I started teaching at Gale Elementary School. The green
mountains remain unchanged but the children are no longer the same as when I first met
them. They have their own thoughts and concerns, but they still keep their worries hidden.

On our way home one day, I asked them if they want to leave the mountains and pursue college
in the future. Their puzzled look seemed to ask why they would ever leave their home. I was
hoping for them to venture out, explore the world, and strive for their own future. But they
told me about their younger brother, their mother, their sister, and the many people connected
to them. It’s not that they can’t leave the mountains, they just did not want to leave their
families behind.

They expressed their desire to finish school and find a good job so that they can return to their
families and take care of them. [ realized that when these children set foot in school, they had
already embarked on their journey out of the mountains. They are changing the way people
perceive their hometown, which is usually associated with poverty.

= My friends often ask me if it is really worth it to go
to such a remote place and do these things. I can now
confidently answer them, “These questions do not need

h to be asked because for me, it’'s not about whether it’s
worth it or not. What matters most is the sound of the
school bell, the gentle breeze of the mountains, the
beauty of the sunset, and the smiles of the children.”

=
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The children are filled with countless exciting dreams.
I see their resilience and optimism. They continue
to hope for a better future. Every interaction I have
. with them makes me cherish the small joys in life and
help me teach with gratitude and perseverance. This
teaching experience has not only allowed me to impart
knowledge to them, but has taught me to also look at life
with a positive spirit, just like the way the children do.

- Wang Xinrui
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Thank you again for your support of Captivating’s work
in China through the Shenzhen Charity Federation’s
CAPTIVATING fund.

If you would like to find o
China
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